Name____________________________________ Period____________
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry  Comprehension Questions – Ch. 1-3
Note: Please remember to do the following:
· Type or write answers on a separate sheet of paper (with chapter # as heading).
· Write thorough answers, and remember that some questions have multiple parts.
· Reference evidence from the text and add quotations when appropriate.
· Check for spelling errors. 

· Please do not use the following pronouns: I, me, my, you, your, yours, etc.

Chapter 1

1. What do you learn about the setting of the novel (time and place) in the first few pages of the chapter?
2. What natural object marks the beginning of the Logan land? Why does it seem so important? 

3. What does the school bus symbolize? Refer to the following passage: “Little Man turned around and watched saucer-eyed as a bus bore down on him spewing clouds of red dust like a huge yellow dragon breathing fire” (8).

4, On page 8, the Logan children meet Stacey’s friend T.J. Avery. How do they react to T.J.? How would you describe T.J.’s personality?
5. What conflicts does the author introduce in Chapter 1?

6. Although Miss Crocker and Mama are both African-American, how do they relate to prejudice differently? Give specific evidence (quotation and page number) to prove your point.
Chapter 2

1. What do we (the reader) learn from the following description of Mr. Morrison? “The man was a human tree in height, towering high above Papa’s six feet two inches. The long trunk of his massive body bulged with muscles, and his skin, of the deepest ebony, was partially scarred upon his face and neck, as if by fire. Deep lifelines were cut into his face and his hair splotched with gray, but his eyes were clear and penetrating” (35). 
2. In this chapter, the reader learns why the Barry family was burned. Explain how this incident is similar to or different from the research our class did about this time period? 
3. Why does Papa say, “In this family, we don’t shop at the Wallace store” (41)?

4. What is one question you have after reading this chapter? 
Chapter 3

1. As the children walk to school in the mud and rain, why do they continually look over their shoulders?

2. Of all the children, Little Man is the most angered about getting dirtied by the school bus. What is his Big Ma’s response? How might this connect to a theme in the book?

3. What can we infer about Jeremy Simms based on the fact that he never rides the school bus, no matter how bad the weather is?

4. How does Stacey get even with the school bus? 
5. What is one question you have after reading this chapter? 
